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Photography is a medium of light and time, one which usually operates at the razor-sharp fraction of a second, at “the Decisive Moment”. In contrast these are long exposures and record not reflected light snap-frozen, but refracted light on its journey through transparency. Light here is not arrested at shutter blink speed, but seeps lugubriously through resin in slow time. Light becomes not fleeting but languid,
not immaterial but palpable - heavy light.1
Just back from a 3 month studio residency in Tokyo (Australia Council for the Arts), Penelope Davis
brings us Heavy Light an exhibition of large scale photographs using the ‘cameraless’ technique of
the photogram. The work takes the camera as its subject – old cameras are moulded and cast in resin
to be exposed directly onto photographic paper. The resulting colour saturated images are not only ravishingly beautiful but evoke complex and poetic associations that subvert commonly held ideas
about photography.
The images each have a quirky presence and personality from the distortion of light through the resin.
The lens turn into strange human eyes that look back at the viewer. Each image is expressive and abstracted, full of rich tones and vibrant colours.
Davis’s work has recently featured in the National Gallery of Victoria’s historic survey exhibition of its photographic collection 2nd Sight and was the featured image on the cover of the Gallery’s publication
2nd Sight: Australian Photography in the National Gallery of Victoria.
Davis was one of the 7 artists the National Gallery of Victoria exhibited earlier in the year in
First Impressions: Contemporary Australian Photograms. Her work has also been featured in the
NGV’s recent promotional material and in their postcard collection. 
Davis’s works are in the National Gallery of Victoria’s and Artbank’s collections as well as private collections in Australia and Japan.

Davis is available for interview; exhibition images, catalogue essay and other resource material are available on request.

1. Stephen Haley, Transparent Things, 2003, Catalogue Essay
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